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Abstract: This paper highlights the role of documents and manuscripts in the comprehension,
formation, and writing of the Sudanese cultural and civilization history. Of the importance of
documents and manuscripts, the paper presents illustrative samples of those that had,
throughout different periods, important clarifying cultural and civilization roles of the Sudanese
society. For further clarifications, ample pertinent examples that substantiate the argument are
also provided. The importance of this study derives from the fact that until the early 19th
century, printed books enjoyed virtually no importance in the Arab and Islamic worlds, leaving
therefore intact the importance of the manuscript. For this reason, this paper highlights the
crucial roles of documents and manuscripts in illuminating all levels of a society. As Sudan is

Rich in valuable documents and manuscripts, these are important sources to identifying its
cultural and civilization roles.
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